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over the continent, and I have little doubt but that at one time
it was universally held among Australian tribes. From my
own personal experience I know that it is, or was, held by
the Urabunna tribe inhabiting the country on the West and
North-West of Lake Eyre ; by the Arunta that extends to the
north of the Urabunna up to and beyond the Macdonnell
Ranges ; by the Kaitish and Unmatjera tribes whose territory
extends beyond Barrow Creek; by the Warramunga tribe
inhabiting the country northwards to and beyond Tennant's
Creek ; by the large Worgai tribe out to the east of the latter,
towards the Queensland border ; by the Tjingilli tribe, whose
country centres in Powell Creek; by the Umbaia, Nganji,
Binbinga, Mara, Anula, Mungarai, Nullakun, and other
tribes, extending eastwards from the telegraph line to the
Gulf of Carpentaria and occupying the vast area drained by
the Roper, Macarthur, Limmen, Wickham, and other rivers ;
by the Djauan and Yungman tribes ; north of the Tjingilli;
by the Waduman, Mudburra, and other tribes along the
Victoria and Daly rivers running westwards ; by the Kakadu,
Iwaidja, and allied tribes inhabiting the northern littoral,
and by the natives on Bathurst and Melville Islands." 1
A precisely similar belief as to conception in a woman
being caused, not by the intercourse of the sexes, but by the
entrance of a spirit (JBaloma) of a dead person into her womb,
was discovered by Professor Malinowski to prevail universally
among the natives of the Trobriand Islands, to the east of
New Guinea.2
So again among the Merinas, a tribe of Madagascar, when
a woman is not pregnant for some time after her marriage,
she consults the mpisikidy or diviner, then the wise woman.
The diviner, after drawing the omens, tells her which of the
ancestors of her family are displeased with her, and what
offering or what sacrifice she must make to appease their
anger, for they believe generally that the commerce of the
sexes is not indispensable, and that conception is the work of
God and the ancestors.3
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